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REMARKS 



Claims 1 - 19 were previously pending. Claims 1-10 were previously cancelled. 
Claim* 20 - 28 are herein added. Accordingly, claims H - 28 are presently under consideration. 

I. Rejection of Claims 11-17 Under 35 U.S.C § 102 in View of US*P. No. 6,302,527 to 



Claims 1 1 - 17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 in view of the Walker reference. 
This rejection is respectfully traversed as follows. 

Claim 1 1 states that the storage element in the ink container communicates with the 
communication unit ONLY when said storage element for said ink container is brought close to 
said communication unit. Further, claim 1 1 recites that the communication between the 
communication unit and the storage element is enabled at least during a portion of said reciprocal 
movement. These features arc absent from the Walker reference, as discussed below. 



M.P.E.P. § 2131 requires that all claim limitations must be disclosed in as much detail as 
is contained in the claims for a § 102 rejection to be proper. Applying this rule to the instant 
application, it is clear that the Walker reference fails to include the above-noted features of 
amended independent claim 11. The Walker reference specifically teaches that the 
communication elements "do NOT move relative to each other. . (see Col. 9, approximately 
lines 42 -43). (Emphasis added.) 

The Walker reference also states that there is "no relative motion" between 
communication elements (see Col. 9, approximately lines 4 - 5). (Emphasis added.) Moreover, 



Walker 



Walker Fails to Disclose All of Applicant's Claim Limitations 
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the instant invention recites the feature of the communication unit and the storage element 

communicating ONLY when the storage element is brought close to the communications unit. 

The previous features are altogether absent in the Walker reference. Accordingly, the 

Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw this rejection because the Walker 

reference is deficient for failing to disclose all of Applicant's claim limitations. 

IL Rejection of Claim 18 - 19 Under 35 U.S.C § 103 in View of a Combination of U£ »P» 
No. 6,302,527 to Walker and U,S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0015066 
Al ("Siwinski") 

Since claims 18 and 19 depend upon claim 1 1 and since Siwinski does not cure the 
deficient teachings of Walker with respect to claim 1 1 , claims 18 and 19 are patentable at least 
by virtue of their dependency. 
HI. Newly added claims 

Applicants have added new claims 20-28 to provide more varied protection for the 
invention. 
IV. Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 
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The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (650)625-8100 
Facsimile: (650)625-8110 

MOUNTAIN YlliW OFFICE 

23493 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 

Date: August 2, 2004 




ason C. Beckstead 
egistration No. 48,232 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F JL § 1 . 1 1 1 is 
being facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office this 
2rid day of August, 2004. 



Tnea Wagner 
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